DUNKIRK

A SPEECH DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
JUNE 4, 1940

May 29.    The defence of Dunkirk and the evacuation of the B.E.F.

begin.
May 30,    T\e vanguard of the French Army commanded by General

Pnoux, cut of in Flanders, fights its way through to
,   Dunkirk.
June I.     Lord Gort, under instructions from the Government, returns

to England,   Mr. Eden announces that four-fifths of the

Army has already leen evacuated from Dunkirk.
June 3.     A thousand bombs dropped on Paris by German aircraft.
June 3-4,   The last Allied troops leave Dunkirk.

[June 4, 1940.
FROM the moment that the French defences at Sedan and on the
Meuse were broken at the end of the second week of May, only
a rapid retreat to Amiens and the south could have saved the British
and French Armies who had entered Belgium at the appeal of the
Belgian King; but this strategic fact was not immediately realised.
The French High Command hoped they would be able to close the
gap, and the Armies of the north were under their orders. Moreover,
a retirement of this kind would have involved almost certainly the
destruction of the fine Belgian Army of over 20 divisions and the
abandonment of the whole of Belgium. Therefore, when the force
and scope of the German penetration were realised and when a new
French Generalissimo, General Weygand, assumed command in
place of General Gamelin, an effort was made by the French and
British Armies in Belgium to keep on holding the right hand of the
Belgians and to give their own right hand to a newly created French
Army which was to have advanced across the Somme in great
strength to grasp it.
However, the German eruption swept like a sharp scythe around
the right and rear of the Armies of the north. Eight or nine
armoured divisions, each of about four hundred armoured vehicles
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